
Contact:  Zyrus Press 

Bart Crane 

  888-622-7823 

  bcrane@zyruspress.com 

 

July 2008 

 

Collecting Sports Legends 

Collecting Sports Legends, a beautifully presented coffee table-style book, takes the 

reader on a historical journey that offers a look at the world’s most iconic sports legends 

and the collectibles associated with them. A collaborative work that saw Orlando team up 

with some of the leading experts in the sports memorabilia hobby, this book is 

unprecedented in its coverage of a diverse range of sports collectibles.  

Each genre offers magnificent images and insightful information designed to assist 

collectors in better understanding why these items are so desirable and how to go about 

assembling a world class sports collection. As each page is turned, sports fans, those who 

are new to the hobby, and established collectors alike will revel in the rich history of the 

athletic spirit. From the legendary hardballers such as Satchel, Babe and Mickey, whose 

first names alone stir the souls of fans, to the flamboyant superstars of the 1960s and 

1970s that we knew as The Stilt, The Greatest and Broadway Joe, this exceptional guide 

covers every major sport and includes hundreds of images, including some of the finest 

examples of cards and other memorabilia known to exist. 

Author Q&A  

This spring, as copies of Collecting Sports Legends began rolling off the press, the book’s 

author sat down in his Orange County office to reflect on why he wanted to do this book 

and what he hopes it will bring to the hobby. 

SMR: What was the impetus for you put this book together?  

JO: As a collector, who has been in this hobby his whole life, and as someone who works 

for PSA, it has been frustrating to see so few books written about collectibles over the 

years. Yes, there are price guides and checklists for those who are already involved with 

the hobby – we put out guides such as that ourselves – but they don’t explain why these 

items are so fascinating to collectors. They don’t get into the reason why hobbyists are so 

enamored by these things – why they buy and collect them.  

Over the years, there haven’t been too many books published with the idea of generating 

new interest in the hobby. That was my goal with this book. I wanted to express, in a very 

simple and visual format, why these collectibles are so fascinating. This book dwells on 



the excitement that these things generate and what new collectors should be looking for 

when they begin their collections. When you are looking for an exceptional Ty Cobb 

game-used bat, what are the characteristics you should be looking for? This book doesn’t 

just give the reader a ballpark value for a Cobb bat; it offers insight as to what makes a 

Cobb bat a great example. If someone is looking for a Joe Namath rookie card, how 

tough is that card to find, what does the card look like and what exactly did Namath do in 

his career to make him so popular with collectors? This book will provide insight as to 

why items like that are rare and desirable, why the athletes are popular and why their 

collectibles command the prices they do in the marketplace. 

SMR: So, was your approach to make this an introductory guide to those who are just 

beginning their collections? 

JO: There were several reasons why I wanted to put this book together. On one hand, it 

is a book that will hopefully make active collectors proud to be a part of the hobby. As a 

lifelong hobbyist, I know there are very few books that current collectors can show to 

non-collectors, books that may help explain what our hobby is about and why these 

things fascinate those of us who enjoy collecting them. That said, perhaps the more 

important reason behind the creation of this book is to appeal to those who are non-

collectors. Our goal is to reach out to those who are not in the hobby and provide them 

with a base guide, to attract sports fans and collectors of other items such as coins or 

stamps.  

Let’s take the ticket section of the book as an example. We constructed a chapter on the 

top 15 sports tickets in the hobby. When a sports fan reads this chapter, it will give them 

the opportunity to relive great moments such as Super Bowl III or the 1977 World Series 

Game 6 in which Reggie Jackson clubbed three home runs and became Mr. October. You 

will see an actual ticket from that game and it will be accompanied by a photo of Jackson 

hitting that third home run. The images will help bring back memories and, perhaps, 

introduce people to a segment of the hobby that they would have never otherwise thought 

about. It may get them interested and help to grow and expand the hobby, which is 

something that helps everyone who is involved. It helps other collectors, dealers, auction 

companies, and third-party authentication and grading services like ours. It is a great 

thing whenever we have the opportunity to share what we do, as collectors, with people 

that are not familiar with the hobby.  

SMR: David Kohler said he is looking forward to giving the book to prospective clients 

so that they will gain a better understanding of what is available for them to collect. 

JO: That is also my hope. I want this book to be something that a prominent hobby figure 

like David Kohler can hand to a potential new client who is interested in building a fine 

collection of sports memorabilia. Of course, this book does not include everything 



available – you could never accomplish that in one book. But this is a solid base guide to 

help readers understand what to look for and what is out there. It is a starting point that 

will hopefully spark their interest and help them get excited about being a part of our 

community.  

This book will combine the history of what the athletes accomplished in their careers with 

some of the most popular and desired collectibles that are associated with them. It’s a 

blend of the hobby and sports history combined in one format. And the beauty of the book 

is that you don’t have to be a collector to enjoy it. If you are simply a sports fan who 

wants to revisit the history of sports, I think you will enjoy this book. For example, in our 

trading card section, if you look at the Al Kaline 1954 Topps rookie card, you will find a 

summary on who Al Kaline was and what he accomplished in his career. As a result, the 

reader will know why the athlete is important and then be presented with an image of the 

card, a highly-desired collectible associated with that sports figure. 

SMR: Joe, does the book deal with specific items or items in general?  

JO:  Well, let me explain how I handled that issue. Let’s take the first chapter on the top 

250 sportscards in the hobby. The way I approached this is that I don’t represent THE 

T206 PSA NM-MT 8 example of the Honus Wagner card as being the most desirable card 

in the hobby, but rather ANY T206 Wagner card in any grade. When we assembled the 

list of top collectibles, we decided to present the item as it stands on its own, not 

specifically identifying any grade or individual example or unique autograph or game-

used item. The message within is that a Babe Ruth autograph is a highly-sought after and 

valuable item no matter when it was signed or on what medium. Now, the fact of the 

matter is that there can be great differences in value as to what item has been signed or 

when something was signed or huge differences in significance and value when it comes 

to different game-used bats.  That being said, since we purposefully used a simple 

approach, we evaluate each collectible in general terms.   

SMR: Is the book limited to items that are actually known to exist? 

JO: Yes. We only covered items that are known exist. So, while collectors could 

theoretically come up with all sorts of Holy Grails, some dream collectibles may never be 

discovered. We only covered things that are in existence and that a collector, albeit one 

with significant financial resources in some cases, could actually purchase.  

SMR: You said that one of the reasons you wanted to do this book is due to the lack of 

such material. In 2005, Stephen Wong put out a beautiful book about sports collectors. 

How does your book differ from Wong’s? 

JO: Stephen Wong’s book, Smithsonian Baseball – Inside the World’s Finest Private 

Collections, is magnificent and I am a big fan of his work. It focuses on the collectors 



themselves, where their interests lie and what drove them. Wong did such a great job 

with is book that there was no reason to try to duplicate his efforts. 

My book takes a different approach. This book focuses solely on the items rather than the 

collectors. So, while many of the pictured items have been made available by the 

collectors who own them, this book is not so much about getting into the psyche of a 

collector as it is about evaluating the appeal of the collectibles.  The focus in this book is 

not on the collector, but on the collectible, and the athlete that is associated with the 

item. 

SMR: Does the book cover all the major sports? 

JO: Yes. It has something for anyone who is a sports fan – baseball, football, basketball, 

hockey, boxing, golf, tennis, soccer and more.  Also, when it comes to autographs, we 

have even included some important figures from the collegiate ranks. Now, that said, 

readers will find that the book is dominated by baseball simply because the hobby is 

dominated by baseball. It is a mere reflection of the market.  We have not included some 

sports such as figure skating. This is not due to the fact that sports such as figure skating 

lack fan support, but simply because figure skating collectibles are not very popular 

compared to the more mainstream sports. 

SMR: And what do you cover genre-wise? 

JO: The largest section of the book is devoted to trading cards simply because cards are 

the most popular segment of our hobby but there are great collectibles in every section. 

The first part of the book offers tips on building a collection. Then the reader is taken into 

the top 250 sportscards. In the following chapters, we cover the top 30 compete sets of 

sportscards and then the top 100 autographs. There, we rank the top 10 autographs and 

then present the balance of the list in alphabetical order. Following autographs, we 

cover the top 40 game-used bats, the top 15 all-time tickets and the top 25 unopened 

packs of all time. I wanted it to be diverse enough that people with differing interests 

would find it appealing.  

Due to a variety of reasons, we didn’t included game-used jerseys and gloves, trophies, 

championship rings, advertising pieces or original photographs for example. Some of the 

most desirable and valuable items in the hobby fall into those categories but we simply 

couldn’t cover it all and many of those items are so rare or so hard to rank that it would 

be virtually impossible to cover them in a sensible way.  It should be made clear that the 

items covered in this book are, by no means, the be-all and end-all, but rather a base 

guide to sports collectibles.  If anything, after being introduced to different genres in the 

book, we hope both current and future collectors expand their interests to all of the 

wonderful collectibles that are available, not just the ones discussed within.    



SMR: You said that you specifically want to relay knowledge to the new collector or 

someone who perhaps knows nothing at all about the hobby. What is the bottom line of 

what you would like them to take way from this book? 

JO: I want people to know that you can actually buy this stuff, that truly authentic pieces 

of sports history can be theirs to enjoy.  There are vintage cards, some over 100 years old 

that have survived in beautiful condition. You can own a bat that was actually once used 

by great players like Roberto Clemente or Willie Mays.  I want people to see that they 

can own the personal touch of an athlete’s autograph on a ball, document or photo, that 

you can see the personality that comes through in the way someone signs their name. 

Babe Ruth’s autograph is bold and flamboyant, just like he was.   

I could go on and on but you would be surprised at the sheer number of people who don’t 

even know that the high-end segment of the hobby even exists. I really believe that if more 

people knew what we know to be the truth, that there are so many fantastic items out 

there and that it can be a safe and rewarding endeavor if they do their homework, we can 

bring more and more people into the hobby.  That is the ultimate goal.    

SMR: Anyone who knows you knows that you thoroughly enjoy sports memorabilia. 

Was there any part of the book that you enjoyed doing the most?  

JO: (Laughs) All of it! Really, I find much of what our hobby has to offer interesting and 

this was a project that was a lot of fun to put together. If you press me, however, I would 

say one of the most fascinating sections in the book is the one on tickets. For me, I came 

away with a greater appreciation on the importance of tickets. It is the smallest section in 

the book but one that I think people will find very fascinating for many reasons.  

Tickets are extraordinarily rare compared to trading cards and they were not designed to 

be collectibles, they were consumables. You went to the gate of a stadium and, in many 

cases, the attendant tore your ticket as you entered the event and then the ticket was 

discarded after the event. Few people thought twice about it.  What is so great about 

tickets is that not only do they offer the inherent scarcity factor but they are also tied to a 

specific event – a specific moment in time. I think most sports fans, not just collectors, 

can relate to having watched a great Super Bowl or a World Series game. A ticket is not 

a general memory of an athlete or team, but a tangible item tied to a specific game or 

event. I think as more people learn about collectible tickets, the more they will find them 

interesting. It is unfortunate that so many of them are so scarce, that there are not too 

many to go around for collectors.  

SMR: How did you do the research for the book?  

JO: I had a great staff that helped me put this book together and I feel we accomplished 

what we set out to do. The book is simple and very visual. I feel we have produced 



something for active collectors that will make them proud about being a part of this 

hobby. I also feel strongly that this book will appeal to those who are curious about the 

hobby, the ones who are considering getting involved. With that in mind, we never 

wanted to get too bogged down in the minutia. It’s easy for those of us who have been 

around the hobby forever to get into very unique, super detailed areas and aspects of the 

hobby such as minor variations on cards and the like. We wanted to stay away from that. 

That aspect of the hobby does not appeal to the masses and certainly not to most new 

collectors. We wanted to keep it simple so that it would maintain that appeal. I think if 

you present something in an overly complicated fashion, you will ultimately turn people 

off and they will lose interest.  Once they become involved these collectors may choose to 

venture into some more advanced areas but that is not where the mainstream appeal lies.   

SMR: What about the lists? As you know whenever someone comes out with any sort of 

a top list on anything it usually sparks controversy. How did you come up with the 

rankings? 

JO: The lists were compiled by me and other hobby experts. It was a collaborative effort, 

and while I don’t think there will be a ton of debate on what items were included versus 

those items that were not, some debate is a good thing. When it came to the autograph 

section, Steve Grad, our lead autograph authenticator and one of the premiere 

authenticators in the business today, worked with me in putting the list together. In fact, 

Steve actually wrote the majority of the autograph section.  

Steve’s involvement brings great credibility to the book as does the contribution of the 

other experts who assisted in the process.  When it came to the top 250 sports cards, we 

ranked what we felt were the top 20 in order of importance and the remainder of the 

cards were simply presented in chronological fashion within their respective sport. So, 

our final list is open to debate and, perhaps, it will inspire collectors to come up with 

their own lists and their own arguments for an inclusion of a specific card that didn’t 

make the cut. I do feel this is an extremely representative and diverse list, but I also know 

that people collect what they love and everyone has an opinion, so it will be fun to let the 

debates begin. 

SMR: Can you tell us a bit about the actual layout and design of the book? 

JO: It is a 376-page, 10-by-12 inch coffee table style book. It is hard bound with glossy, 

full-color visuals. The visuals were extremely important to me because it is the eye 

appeal of these items that often attracts collectors. The fact of the matter is that these 

items, especially in the case of trading cards, are not desirable simply because they are 

rare and feature the greatest all-time athletes, they are also desirable because they have 

a tremendous visual appeal. They are beautiful items that can only be fully appreciated if 



they are presented in a way that allows readers to see them as if they were actually 

holding them in their hands.  

My favorite pages of the book include fantastic photos of the athletes coupled with the 

collectibles.  We spent hours and hours selecting the photos that we used in the book, 

from a variety of tremendous sources like the MLB Hall of Fame archives, Getty Images 

and Icon Sports Media, Inc.  In rare cases, we were able to locate the original photo used 

in the design of the actual card featured such as the photos used for the creation of Jim 

Brown’s 1958 Topps card and Mickey Mantle’s 1951 Bowman card.     

SMR: Once this book has reached the readers, what do you hope to receive as far as 

feedback goes? 

JO: My goal is that the non-collectors will read this book, get excited about starting a 

collection and want to become a part of this great hobby. For the established collector, I 

hope they will feel we did them proud – that they will want to show this book to friends, 

business associates, family members, and be able to say, with pride, this is what I do, this 

is the hobby I am a part of. I hope that readers will feel that we have captured the feeling, 

excitement and passion that make our hobby so rewarding. 

SMR: Did a guy like you, who knows so much about the hobby, collectors and 

collectibles, learn anything new from doing this book?  

JO: (Laughs) First of all, no one, not even the top experts in the industry, can know 

everything about everything.  There is just so much to know in this hobby but expanding 

your horizons, whether you are an expert or a collector, can be a lot of fun.  I think 

putting together this book helped confirm something that I have always believed – that no 

matter what level you collect on, every person who enters this hobby has a passion about 

what they collect and that the more knowledgeable and diverse they become in their 

collecting goals, the more enjoyment they find.  

Most collectors start out by collecting cards as kids. I’m a prime example of that. And 

while some stick with cards or one particular type of collectible, which is fine, I believe 

the most rewarding aspect to collecting comes from becoming more diverse. That is what 

we wanted to do with this book – to ask the collector to consider reaching out and 

expanding their horizons. Let’s say you collect one particular athlete’s trading cards – 

wouldn’t it be incredible to compliment your collection with a ticket from a memorable 

moment in their career or an autographed piece? Conversely, if you collect game-used 

bats – wouldn’t it be great to have the rookie card of every player whose game–used bat 

you own? I have been in the hobby for a long time and what I have noticed is that the 

collectors who have expanded their horizons have taken their enjoyment to a much 

higher level. 



SMR: The book sounds like it will be a great addition to the hobby. How can folks get a 

copy? 

JO: It will be available through all the major book sellers, at their retail stores and on 

their websites – Barnes and Noble, Borders, Amazon.com and others.  You can also 

contact Zyrus Press (the publisher) directly at (888) 622-7823 for more information. 

More importantly, we will also be giving the book away as a gift to everyone who signs 

up or renews their membership for the PSA Collectors Club once we have the book in 

hand.  We really appreciate all the kind folks who support our club and feel including 

this book is one way to thank them. 
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